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Egypt, and Nubia, and brought back to bis patrons of the Berlin 
Academy a rich collection. He published from it " The Corals of the 
Red Sea," a work which gave him a high reputation. In 1829, he went 
with Humboldt to the Ural Mountains ; and, in 1839, he received the 
appointment of professor in the University of Berlin. 

Ehrenberg enjoyed the advantage that originality gives. He helped 
build up zoology, and he created a special department in its study. 
Thus it was easy for him to keep on the crest of the front wave. All 
the labors of his followers only added to his power and elevation. 

WILHELM FKIEDRICH BENEDICT HOFMEISTER. 

Wilhelm Friedkich Benedict Hopmeister, the distinguished 
vegetable anatomist, and the successor of von Mohl in the chair of 
Botany at the University of Tubingen, died on the 12th of January last, 
in the 53d year of his age. He was born at Leipzig, May 18, 1824, 
where his father was a publisher ; and the son entered upon the same 
profession, devoting, however, his leisure to microscopical research. 
His first memoir, which established his reputation, viz., that on the 
formation of the embryo in plants (Die Entstehung des Embryo der 
Phanerogameri), was published at Leipzig in the year 1849. These 
researches were confined to the monocotyledonous and proper dicoty- 
ledonous plants. It was followed, in 1851, by his still more impor- 
tant and elaborate researches upon the development and fructification 
of the higher Cryptogamia and the Coniferae ; and soon after ap- 
peared another memoir upon the Vascular Cryptogamia (Beitrage zur 
Kentniss der Gefasskryptogamen). In 1859 and 1861, he brought out 
the results of his new investigations upon the formation of the embryo 
in phanerogamous plants. His minor contributions to the journals of 
the day are numerous, all relating to vegetable anatomy and develop- 
ment. Called now to the chair of Botany in the University of Heidel- 
berg, he undertook the preparation of a text-book, viz., the Handbuch 
der Physiologischen Botanik, in connection with DeBary, Irmisch, 
and Sachs ; each taking a particular department. Hofmeister pub- 
lished the main anatomical part (Die Lehre von der Pfianzenzelle) in 
1867, and the morphological (AUgemeine Morphologie der Gewaehse) 
in 1868. Since his translation to Tubingen, in the autumn of 1872, 
only minor papers have appeared, to testify that his wonderful energy 
was not exhausted. Hofmeister was a worthy successor of Mohl ; but 
the contrast is striking. Mohl published far too little ; but all that he 
wrote was clear and plain. Although the value of Hofmeister's work 
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may be well proportioned to its amount, and although his earlier writ- 
ings are not wanting in perspicuity, it is reported that his fellow- 
laborers among his own countrymen find it difficult to understand his 
later publications. 

CHRISTIAN LASSEN. 

Among the many illustrious scholars who have passed away during 
the last year, none had achieved a higher or more deserved fame than 
Christian Lassen, of Bonn. He was a native of Norway, born at 
Bergen almost with the century, or late in 1800; and he died on the 
8th of May last. The weakness of age, with a growing infirmity of 
eyesight, which rendered him during all the last years of his life nearly 
blind, has withdrawn him for some time from the ranks of the active 
workers, and given him the aspect of a survivor from a past genera- 
tion. He belongs, indeed, to the little band of men who inaugurated 
in Europe the study of India through its own sacred language, the 
Sanskrit ; and he was the last of them yet left in life. It is striking and 
strange that there should have died so recently one whose activity as 
a scholar covered the whole history of a branch of knowledge which 
has assumed such importance and prominence, which has yielded such 
great results, and become an acknowledged necessity to an education 
in philology. Lassen was led to take up Sanskrit by the influence of 
A. W. von Schlegel, under whom he first studied at Bonn, becoming 
afterwards his collaborator, and his successor. The (incomplete) Rama- 
yana, the Bhagavadgita,, and the Hitopadeca, were the works in whose 
preparation he took more or less part : the two last of these, especially, 
are still authoritative, unsurpassed in method and merit of execution. 
In 1827 appeared his first two works: the celebrated Essai sur le 
Pali, prepared in company with Burnouf, and a geographical and his- 
torical dissertation on the Penjab, which was the forerunner of his 
gigantic Iadische Alterthumshunde, the principal labor of his life. 
This began to appear in 1847, and was broken off with the fourth 
volume in 1861-62, by reason of its author's physical infirmities ; al- 
though he was still able to produce a second edition of the first two 
volumes, rewritten and enlarged, in 1867-74. It was the misfortune 
of this work, meritorious as it is, that it was begun too soon for the 
results of the Vedic researches to be brought fully into its early por- 
tions. The study of India, indeed, was and still is in too inchoate a 
state to admit of its results being cast into any thing like a permanent 
form. Apart from those already mentioned, Lassen's principal con- 
tributions to this department of learning were an edition of the 



